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Pt1ntlle' Spo,ll New1 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, IL 61920 
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director 
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920 HOME: (217) 345-4166 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (August 26) 
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CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University's 1986 football Panthers, 
with minimal personnel changes from last year, will attempt to gain an 
early season edge in the Gateway Conference opening at Illinois State 
Saturday (August 30) . 
Kickoff is 6:30p.m. at Hancock Stadium where the Panthers last won, 
38-7, in Al Molde's debut as head coach in 1983. 
"It's a heck of a challenge right off the bat," says Molde. "Because 
we were picked No. 2 and Illinois State No. 3 in the Gateway, it's 
obviously a big game. 
"Both Bob (Otolski, ISU head coach) and I would probably prefer some 
non-conference games prior to one such as this •.. we'll just have to 
see what happens." 
Besides attempting to unseat Northern Iowa as Gateway Conference 
champ, the Panthers are also focusing on a ninth straight winning season. 
EIU has all 11 starters returning on offense led by All-Americans Sean 
Payton (Naperville-Central) and Roy Banks (Detroit, MI-King) at 
quarterback and flanker, respectively. 
Five defensive players who started the final game of '85 return with 
lettermen at all but two positions. Second Team All-Gateway pick Bob 
~Bronaugh (Rantoul) is the leader. 
***** GAME NOTES ***** 
THE GAME: Eastern Illinois University (0-0) at Illinois State (0-0), 6:30 
CDT, Saturday, August 30 at Hancock Stadium, Normal. 
MORE 
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RADIO: All the action can be heard on 50,000 watt WLBH-FM, 97 on the dial 
... Ken Wooddell calls play-by-play with Doug Bock providing 
commentary ... pregame begins with the Al Molde show at 6:15. 
COACHES: EIU's Al Molde, in his fourth season, is 21-13 here, 95-55-6 
(63%) overall in 15 years ... he has had 12 winning seasona and 
four NCAA playoff teams coaching at Sioux Falls College, 
Minn-Morris and Central Missouri ... he is 2-1 vs. ISU. 
SERIES: It is tied for 14th on the I-AA oldest rivarly list with ISU 
leading 39-29-8 in a series that began in 1901 ... the two teams 
have met every year since 1945 . • • EIU has won six of the last 
eight. 
LAST YEAR: Led by lineman Carl Parker (Evanston), the Gateway 'player of 
the week' who had eight tackles and two QB sacks, the Panthers 
downed the Redbirds, 21-14, before a Homecoming crowd of 10,285 
... the defense allowed just 15 yards, intercepted two passes 
and had seven QB sacks ... Sean Payton threw for 300 yards. 
ISU FACTS: Illinois State returns nine starters from an '85 defensive unit 
which ranked first in the now defunct Missouri Valley Conference 
in yards allowed and first in the Gateway Conference against 
points allowed ..• the defense is led by three Sporting News 
preseason All-Americans, senior linebacker Brian Gant, sophomore 
defensive back Jeff Smith and junior defensive tackle John 
Kropke ... the only two seniors on offense are Drake transfers, 
QB Ed Cheatham and fullback Marty Casper . . . ISU was 6-3-2 
overall last year and last in the Gateway at 1-3-1. 
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PAYTON'S PASSING: QB Sean Payton (Naperville-Central), a 6-1, 195 senior, 
is bidding to become only the sixth collegiate quarterback, 
regardless of division, to surpass 10,000 career yards passing 
... he has 7199, an average of 288 per game •.. he needs to 
average 255 per game. 
'0' LINE SIZE: With the offensive line identical to last year, the only 
change is in muscle ... last year's group averaged 6-2, 260 while 
this year the interior goes 6-2, 270 led by tackle Chris 
Geile (Pleasanton, CA-Amador Valley/Chabot CC) at 6-5, 310. 
EXPERIENCED STARTERS: It's a junior-senior dominated lineup with just 
three sophomores, linebacker Jeff Mills (Winnetka-New Trier), 
lineman John Jurkovic (Calumet City-Thornton Fr. North) and 
center Sean O'Brien (Joliet-Catholic), in the starting lineup. 
OPENING GAMES: Opening games have proven to be successful for the 
Panthers lately as they've won eight of the last ten . . • 
however, they dropped last year's contest, 31-24, at Northeast 
Missouri. 
GATEWAY THIS WEEK: Western Illinois at Kansas State 
Southern Illinois at Arkansas State 
MOLDE SAYS: "We're doing OK. We're healthy and that's the one thing I'm 
really thankful for •.. we haven't lost anyone in our 
two-a-days. We are concerned though about getting the players 
more 
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legs back because the double sessions do take a toll regardless 
of how good of shape the players are in. Illinois State is a 
fine team and picked up some quality transfers from Drake. Three 
of the last four times we've met the outcome has been less than 
a two-touchdown difference so the result may not depend how 
much better one team is than another but how few mistakes one 
makes." 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY DEPTH CHART 
Offense 
SE 80 Willie Cain (6-2, 195, Sr.) * 88 Marcus O'Neal (5-9, 150, Fr.) 
LT 78 Chris Geile (6-5, 310, Sr.) * 63 Dave Popp (6-6, 250, So.) 
LG 72 Mark Petersen (6-3, 260, Jr.) * 66 Bob Benning (6-0, 235, Sr.) ** 
C 76 Sean O'Brien (6-1, 275, So.) * 75 Butch Brzeski (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
RG 69 Jim Miteff (6-0, 230, Jr.) ** 68 Chris Severson (6-3, 250, Sr.) 
RT 62 Steve Bonnes (6-3, 270, Sr.) ** 73 John Valenta (6-4, 250, So.) 
TE 32 Shon McCray (6-2, 255, Jr.) * 85 Pat Munda (6-3, 240, Fr.) 
FL 2 Roy Banks (5-11, 190, Sr.) ** 84 Robert Dixon (5-10, 170, Sr.) 
SB 21 Calvin Pierce (6-1, 205, Sr.) ** 40 Derick Wilhelms (6-2, 210, Jr.) ** 
FB 20 DuWayne Pitts (5-9, 175, Jr.) ** 7 James Marable (5-9, 170, So.) * 
QB 18 Sean Payton (6-1, 195, Sr.) ** 11 Pat Carroll (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
LE 67 
NG 92 
RE 93 
WSB 97 
ILB 51 
ILB 53 
SSB 45 
LCB 24 
RCB 9 
ss 42 
FS 22 
Defense 
John Jurkovic (6-2, 260, So.) * 96 Scott Pilkerton (6-0, 225, Sr.) * 
Aaron Thomas (6-0, 260, Jr.) * 57 Jeff Rolson (6-1, 260, So.) 
Carl Parker (5-10, 230, Jr.) ** 79 Eddie Doxy (6-1, 265, Fr.) 
Rick Ziemann (6-0, 205, Sr.) * 41 Ray Brown (6-1, 195, Fr.) 
Jeff Mills (6-2, 210, So.) * 59 Bill Cochrane (6-0, 225, Jr.) * 
Dan Polewski (6-1, 225, Sr.) 31 Jerome Covington (5-10, 215, So.) 
Mike Briscoe (6-1, 210, Jr.) 48 Paul Wilson (5-11, 210, Jr.) 
Kevin Hunter (5-9, 165, Jr.) * 8 Rod Reynolds (5-11, 175, Fr.) 
Greg Rhea (5-7, 170, Sr.) * 37 Daryl Holcombe (5-11, 180, Fr.) 
Bob Bronaugh (5-10, 190, Sr.) ** 28 Rick Burnett (6-0, 180, Fr.) 
Darius Shavers (5-6, 150, Sr.) * 12 Scott Johnson (6-4, 185, So.) * 
Specialists 
Punter - 3 Gordon Acton (6-5, 250, Jr.), 1 Steve Tillotson (6-1, 210, Jr.) 
Placekicker- 6 Rich Ehmke (5-10, 170, Jr.) 
Kickoffs - Acton, Ehmke 
Kickoff Return- 7 James Marable (5-9, 170, So.) *, Marcus O'Neal (5-9, 150, Fr.) 
Punt Return- 9 Greg Rhea (5-7, 170, Sr.) *, 2 Roy Banks (5-11, 190, Sr.) ** 
Holder- 11 Pat Carroll (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
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